
Cruising Division Rules – What Has Changed
2026 Bayview Mackinac Race
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Cruising Division 
History

• Prior to 1972, all boats raced what is now considered the Shore Course

• In 1972, the Cove Island Course was introduced so that faster boats could spend more time 
on the water racing to Mackinac Island and all boats sailed the Cove Island Course

• In  1992 the Shore Course was reinstated to attract “Cruising” type boats

• Over time, the Speed Limit determined who sailed the Long Course vs. the Shore Course

• In 1995 the Cruising Division was created to group like-performing and equipped boats to 
attract participants that wanted to race but did not have the performance driven sails and 
equipment of a race boat



Cruising Division 
Eligibility

Cruising Class

• The Boat as configured and rated has an ORC defined minimum Dynamic Allowance of .30%

• The Boat uses only one headsail attached to a headsail furler

• The Boat is rated to use no spinnakers or to use only one asymmetrical spinnaker tacked on 
centerline and only carries one onboard not exceeding the sail shown on its ORC certificate

• The Boat is designed, equipped and has sailing performance characteristics that, in the sole 
discretion of the OA, make it primarily suitable for use as a cruising vessel

Cruiser-Racer Class

• The Boat as configured and rated has an ORC defined minimum Dynamic Allowance of .23% 
OR a combined upwind and downwind average Sail Area to Displacement of 30 or less as 
defined by ORC

• The Boat does not meet all of  the Cruising Class criteria



Additional Cruising Division Eligibility Requirements
Equipment Restrictions
• No Symmetrical Spinnaker
• Number of spinnakers carried must match ORC rules with a max of 2 

asymmetrical spinnakers
• If ORC Certificate does not show that the boat is rated to carry an 

asymmetrical spinnaker, then no spinnakers may be on board during 
the race

• A Code Zero counts as a spinnaker towards the 2-spinnaker limit
• No Code Zero or spinnaker shall be used with a foot length of less 

than 110% of measured TPS
• A tack can be on the normal part of a boat forward of the forestay 

and on centerline but may not be set forward of the TPS listed on 
the ORC certificate which can’t exceed 125% of a boat’s J 
measurement

• An asymmetrical spinnaker shall only be tacked to a single tack line 
that is led to a spinner tack point.  Any attempt to divert the tackline 
before it reaches the tack point, is not permitted

• A maximum of 2 jibs greater than 110% LP can be carried.
• If there is a headsail used with a furler, then only one headsail may 

be onboard while racing
• The headsail shall be of an area not less than 95% of the largest 

headsail set on the forestay and recorded in the ORC certificate,
• Jibs Less than 110% LP must be made of materials designed for 

strong winds
• Power driven winches are allowed.

Actions While Racing

• Only one spinnaker can fly at a time except in 
the act of changing spinnakers

• Only one sail may fly forward of the mast 
except in the act of changing spinnakers

• No use of staysails or unfurled headsails while 
a spinnaker is flying

• Spinnaker or whisker poles must not be 
attached to a spinnaker but can be attached to 
the clew of a headsail provided it does not 
exceed the length of the “J” measurement

• A headsail or spinnaker may be flown Wing 
on Wing  (REMOVED)

• No headsail may be set flying – free of or 
forward of the headstay



What Has 
Changed in 

2026

Equipment Restrictions
• No Code Zero or sail defined as a spinnaker shall be used 

with a foot length less than 110% of measured TPS
• A boat may set the tack of the spinnaker to a tack point 

located on a normal part of the boat (i.e. anchor roller, 
bowsprit, etc.) that is forward of the forestay, and on 
centerline but may not set the tack forward of the 
measurement point of the TPS listed on the boat’s ORC rating 
certificate which shall not exceed 125% of a boat’s “J” 
measurement

• No headsails may be set flying
• A headsail or spinnaker may be flown Wing on Wing  

(REMOVED)

Cruiser-Racer Class Criteria
• The Boat as configured and rated has an ORC defined 

minimum Dynamic Allowance of .23% or a combined 
upwind and downwind average Sail Area to Displacement of 
30 or less as defined by ORC

Cruising Class Criteria
• The Boat as configured and rated has an ORC defined 

minimum Dynamic Allowance of .30%



What is 
Dynamic 
Allowance

“Dynamic Allowance (DA) is a credit representing the 
dynamic behavior of a boat taking into account performance 
in unsteady states (i.e. while tacking)”

Dynamic Allowance is calculated based on:
• Upwind Sail Area / Volume ratio
• Upwind Sail Area / Wetted Surface ratio
• Downwind Sail Area / Volume ratio
• Downwind Sail Area / Wetted Surface ratio
• Length / Volume ratio

 The higher the percentage the more time is credited

Dynamic Allowance is positive on ORC Certificates of boats 
which are classified as meeting the requirements of the IMS 
Cruiser Racer Accommodations or for boats classified as 
Performance Boats with a series date* of 30 years or more

*Series Date = Date  first hull series is measured and issued a 
certificate



Where to find the information on the ORC 
Certificate – Dynamic Allowance

A boat’s Dynamic 
Allowance can be found on 
the first page of the ORC 
Certificate in the Hull 
section



What are IMS Cruiser Racer 
Accommodations? 

Fundamental requirements that include regulations regarding 
interior accommodations and cockpit amenities.  These include:

• Interior space requirements and headroom
• Settees and Sleeping areas for crew (number and size)
• Table and Navigation Areas
• Crew Gear Storage and Hanging Lockers
• Galley Area (stove, sink, galley gear, food storage)
• Enclosed Head (toilet and wash basin)
• Tankage (fuel, water and waste including fuel / water 

capacity)
• Cockpit fixed seating requirements



Summary Information of IMS Cruiser Racer 
Accommodations on ORC Certificates

A Boat’s IMS Cruiser Race Accommodations can be found on the last page 
of a boat’s ORC Certificate at the bottom of the page.

These requirements are an official part of the ORC Certificate and shall be 
adhered to when racing the Bayview Mackinac Race



Sail Area to Displacement
Sail Area to Displacement is a boats sail area divided by its 
displacement using this formula:

The higher the number the faster the boat

To qualify to race in the Cruiser-Racer Class the combined 
average upwind and downwind SA/Disp must be 30 or less



Cruising Class 
vs 

Cruiser – Racer Class 
Criteria Metric 

• Cruising Class:
• The Cruising Class is based on meeting the minimum 

Dynamic Allowance of .30%.
 ALL boats that raced in the Cruising Class in 2025 

already meet this requirement!

• Cruiser-Racer Class:
• The Cruiser-Racer Class has a lower Dynamic Allowance 

requirement of .23%; 
• Even a performance boat with no allowance can race in 

the Cruiser-Racer class if its Average Upwind and Down 
wind Sail Area to Displacement is 30 or less

 Has two unique metrics used to determine eligibility:
• Dynamic Allowance of .23% and greater 

OR 

• Sail Area Displacement of 30 or less!



Where to find Sail Area to Displacement
The Upwind and Downwind Sail 
Area Displacement numbers appear 
on page 2 of each ORC Certificate 
under the Custom Scoring Options.

In this case the average would be 
(22.8 + 38.61) /2 = 30.705

This is a boat with a 155% genoa 
So, in this case the owner can run 
a test certificate to see if a 135% 
genoa will meet the criteria.



Sail Area to Displacement (Test Certs.)
• Change the Largest Jib/Genoa or 

Spinnaker Sail Size
• Run a Test Certificate
• Then select USA on Page 2
• The Test Cert. will then populate 

the Custom scoring options and 
the SA/Displacement numbers.

• In this case the average would be 
(21.41 + 38.56) /2 = 29.985

• Same boat using a 135% genoa and 
now with a SA/Displacement in line 
with the rest of the Cruiser-Racer 
Class.



Where to Find 
Help

Contact your sailmaker to work 
through potential impact to your 
ORC Certificate in regard to sail 
changes needed to meet 
Cruising Division eligibility

If further assistance is needed, 
contact the Bayview Mackinac 
Race Technical Committee at 
MackTech@byc.com



Moderated Q&A 

Moderated Q & A


