
US Coast Guard Aviation Rescue Process 

1. Heading/vessel speed – we prefer to have the helicopter heading into the wind, have 
your vessel heading 30 degrees right of the wind line. Vessel speed approx. 5-7 kts 

2. Rescue plan:  

a. Rescue Swimmer – In most cases we will deploy a rescue swimmer down to 
assess the victim. If you have rigging that makes a hoist to your vessel diƯicult, we 
may deploy him/her to the water, and they will swim/climb aboard.  

b. Device – If victim is ambulatory, we will send a rescue basket, if non-ambulatory 
we will use the stokes litter.  

c. Trail line – 105’ orange polypropylene line, use it to guide rescue swimmer or 
devices through your rigging. Don’t be afraid to pull on it, you won’t pull us out of the 
air! 

d. Dewatering pump – We can hoist it directly to your deck, or if there is not open 
space we can drop a trail line (see above) and then drop the pump in the water for 
you to pull it onboard. Instructions for use are inside the box.  

3. Hazards: Please take note of hazards on your deck. The rotor-wash will blow stuƯ 
around that could fly up and injure someone or hit the aircraft. Below are items to consider: 

a. Loose gear/snag hazards. 
b. Radar – secure it to prevent radiation of the helicopter crew 
c. Lighting – secure bright lights at night to allow for night vision goggle use 
d. Static electricity – allow anything that comes down from the aircraft to touch your 
deck or the water prior to touching it to prevent static electricity shock. 
e. Hook disconnection – do not disconnect the hook unless asked to do so.  
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